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Till-: tfVTIl rif riSIKtS 

ancient ]€-^ypl lhe god who*y death »ml re surrect ion were o.^u.c 
^nriuilly eel eb rated with alternate sorrow and joy wa* ^Xr" 
Osiris, Lhc mail popular O-f ah Egyptian ileide* ; aniE there |iAr rJ 
art good grounds fa* classing him iii <wc of his s;p«ift uriih ^ JA , Su , 
Adonis and Al'i' as a per eon i fieation of the jjre.it yearly 
uieisaitLiiic-sof nature:. c^-[-ccl;iI I y of the corn Put Che immen-^c 
vogtK which he enjaj ed for many age> Induced his. devoted 
ww shippers to heap ti[son Idea the attributes and powers 
of many other pods : so that it is not always easy to strip 
him, so to say, of his borrowed plumes and to restore them 
to their proper owners. In the following rjaget I do rat 
pretend to enumerate and analyse all the alien elements 
which thus gathered round the popular deity. All Llial L 
Shalt atlempt to do is to peel off these accretions and to 
exhibit the god, as far as possible, in his primitive simplicity. 

Thy discoveries of recent years in Egypt enable us to do so 
wish mere confidence now than when i lir^t addressed my self 
to the problem many years, agu. 

The atory of Osiris is tuld in ct connected form only tj* m^hi 
by Plutarch, whose uarr^tl vc has been confirmed nncl 4rikj ' 1, 
to somn extent amplified iii modem timea by the evidence 
of the monuments, 1 Of the numumenta which illuvlrato 

1 S*e Itniun, Jsii a QtfrU, fWitlei, twiji ('p J® w. ; A. 

ft- V. IjsniKir-, .Oi'lwji.-. j,i (i> trjnlcNi4-.lt, A+ WW^I-'II- *Av -f-Vfil 
.1 f-idxp<L £> M LT Li I . n . Z Hi r.| ^ AtTfH^ ilMlrtliJ.cr 1 , W, llsgej, p|i 

T£S. il. pp. 691 iff, 3 A. fc>nwn, IVJ- jy/.f fA. ftciifp&r ?/ tit A»m»f 

Ar&pitw titr.-i atgyJVUiim Leir’r i"i J'jrjhVjMT (Lv.vjini, j li'j; |, |-j: . stir 

Aittrhfm [TjhzIi^La, N.Dv), pjv, j0<7, 1 4j. Mcapcro. H;'Ji\vt 4\nit*in 

Jfrf f .’.'ii'. , £# u£?ffrn'fc ktiigim 1 aaJiufiiidt COtitai t-taiihgut, 1. [ja 
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the myth fw legend of Qstrij the oldest are a long 
scries of hymni payers, incantations, and liturgies. which 
have becrt foyi-td engraved in hieroglyphics on the 
passage*, &nd giLEmics of five pyramids at Sak&ara. From 
the p-ftte whr;c they wire discovered these ancient re- 
ligious records arc known as the PyrajnEd Texts. They 
date iroW tlx; fifth and sixth dynasties,, and the period 
of time during which Uicy were carved on the pyr*mrds 
is liKijeintd Ic have been roughly a hundred and fifty 
years from about the year ifizj ilh. an ward. Eut from 
their Content* it app-vics thaL many of these document* 

were drawn Lip irmd.i earlier ; for in ±. 0 1 ! L-C uf them there 
are references to yvlij-Ich wli uli lidwc purist: eJ, illllI in others 
there are political alluNrurid which s:c;n to- .shci-.v that the 
pSB&iges coni' a bring them rr.u:;L Jinve been composed at 
3 time when the Nnrtlien; and SnUlhem Kingdoms 
wrrr still inrl“fie;rL:HiHr.e and hmitiJe siLatCB and had r.nT yet 
coalesced min a mrygle rentm under the sway of nnr power- 
ful imwiarrh, As the union of the kingdoms appears 
to have taken plaoe about Hitw tSuypvirtd four hundred 
years before our era, the whole peifod covered by the com- 
position of the Pyramid Tejfts probably did not fall short of 
a thousand years. Thus tile doemflertts form the oldest 
body of -religious literature surviving to y* from the arseLcnt 
world, and occupy a place in the history of Egyptian lan- 
guage and civil Nation Eike that which tll= Vcdie hymns and 
incantations occupy in the history 01 Aryan speech and 
culture." 

The special purpose for which there fo*Ls wore engraved 
on the pyramids was Uj ensure the ctemaE life and ftliciiy 
of the dead kings who slept heutath these colossal rtLtmit- 
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mcrnts, Hence (hr 1 dominant note thpt WH-ind* through UwWIttfOl 
them all is an insistent, a passionate protest against the 
rtulity of death . indeed the wand death never occur* itr the Utrpum 
Pyramid. Texts eiteot to be scornfully denied or to bn 
ajjpliod to an enemy Again and Hgain the indomitable 
a.viiijutiiic is repealed ihr.t the dead man did not die but 
lives, " Ktn£ Teti has not died the death, he has become 
a gktfiioija one in the tvcriif.n." " Hot &isi£ Licisl Thou 
didst licit deoast dead, thou didst depart living." “•Thou 
it&St departed that thiKi mightest [Eve. thou hast not de- 
parted ihtt stou (Tightest dit." “Thou dies* not' 1 “This 
.King PepL dlos not. 17 M Have y e said that he would die I 
Tie diers not ; ibU King Fcpt IN-ts ior ever." ‘'Live! Thou 
sfcals nut dfe." TEsou iirfjt, Lhou iivest, raise thee up." 

* L Thou dlea-t esoL, sbuncE up. raise thed Up-. 71 'MO lofty one 
cm erg ths h-pcrinh.a.blc riLr.rs, thou saunsStC »L flOt Otcrie- 
nl y, h 1 Thun for Egyptian Lclogi death aw-alto^ed up 
in uictejy- aod through tian-ir toafa Ei>y]itian motirntrs 
might n*kj JiVr ChriatiaO mourner*. lhntlSflndS or ytiitfS after- 
watds 71 O dtasln wt^ire ii thy siting ? O gnw, w hero is 
thy victory ?' 

It is significant thst hi these ancient documents, ti* 
tEwtigh the myth or legend of OiTrfo ft act set forth at ^T nl 
length, it 1i often jilludcd to is If it lvere & matter of com' i- *- 
WCMT knowledge, Hence Vfi may legitimately infer the 
great aalfq|ts[ty of the Osifkr tradition in Egypt Indeed 
so naeporgus are- ihe ailusiorirt to it in the Pyramid Texts 
that by their help we C&nld rteopstTuei tl« Story In its main 
outiEnes cvetL without the narrative of Plutarch, 1 Thus the 
disccvety of these tents lhas OOhlirmed our belief Ln Lhe 
accuracy kud fiddly of the Creek wciter t and w= may 
accept his secant with confidence cv^n when it records 
incidents or -dtiaii? which hnvp not yet been verified hy a 

■ L II. Ibvfc-'ieil!. /krtfi&mml cf «buU Kent tn Iwra ncnfiinl a 

™ dndt T^t-^wc^Jr . 1 jh.' Awntut bcticf in die :l ^nnrci:jn ccra tvitraian 
Fiyft I Jip -Jl J 'If: ilic coj-Urr uT IJht iirj.:l, 
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